Forensic examination of pediatric patients.
In cases of suspected child abuse, a thorough history and physical exam utilizing clinical forensic principles are essential in distinguishing accidental from inflicted trauma. The Division of Clinical Forensic Medicine (CFM) incorporates a multidisciplinary team approach to the investigation of child abuse. Inclued are members of Child Protecton Services (CPS), law enforcement, and healthcare services who aid in the evaluation of child victims of abuse. The following is a brief overview of the comprehensive discipline of CFM, which highlights "Red Flags" for the non-forensic healthcare provider in ascertaining if a patient may be a victim of child abuse. Sexual abuue is not discussed in this limited report.